
Genesis 30 - 31

• 1.

When you think about a rich person do you think they have lots of gold and silver and money

and jewelry? In Bible times there were rich people like this, but there were also rich people

who had lots of sheep and cattle and goats and camels. Laban was a rich man with lots of

flocks and herds and Jacob had worked hard taking care of the animals for Laban. Do you

remember why Jacob worked for Laban? It was for a bride, wasn't it? Jacob wanted to marry

Rachel but he also got her sister Leah for a bride. Jacob had ten sons and he had lived for a

long time with Laban. Now Jacob wanted to go home to Canaan where his father and

mother's lived. However, when Jacob told Laban he planned on leaving, Laban thought of

another way to keep Jacob working for him, for since Jacob had worked for him God had

blessed Jacob. The Bible tells us that everything Jacob did was blessed by God, for Jacob

loved God and tried to follow God's ways. Laban begged Jacob to stay awhile longer and

asked what kind of wages would Jacob want.

Jacob didn't want silver and gold or jewelry; however, Jacob did want some sheep and cattle.

If he had some flocks and herds of his own then when he returned to his home in Canaan, he

would be able to set up his own farm. So Jacob said, "I'll work for you if I can have some of

your sheep and goats." This pleased Laban as he didn't really want to pay money to Jacob

anyway. Laban had several different kinds of sheep, goats, and cattle; some were all white,

some had spots and speckles and some were black and brown. Jacob said he would take the

speckled and brown animals and Laban could keep all the others. Laban thought this was a

good plan as he would have the most and best of the animals.

Jacob was very clever though, and when it was time for the animals to come to the watering

troughs Jacob made some poles to put up for fences. If it was time for the animals to mate he

would put the poles up so the speckled ones would be all together in one corral and the brown

ones would be together in another corral and Laban's sheep and cattle would be by

themselves. When the sheep had little baby lambs, Jacob would keep the

strongest ones separate to put with other stong ones so soon Jacob

had a large group of healthy sheep and cattle.




