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In our last lesson we learned that God created all the marvelous things that are necessary for
people to live on earth. He created the air we breathe, the fruit and vegetables we eat. God
gave us the sun to help things grow and the animals that help us work and make us smile.

Do you remember the name of the first man and woman? Do you remember the name of the
special garden God made for Adam and Eve to live in? Do you remember your memory
verse? It starts "We Love him...." Good work if you remembered!!! @

In this lesson we are going to learn about some special trees in the Garden in Eden and about a
commandment that God gave Adam and Eve. Do you know what a commandment is? It's a
rule or law. If your father says "You must NOT cross the street unless the signal says "GO."
Or, if your mother says "You MUST eat breakfast before you go to school!" then that's a
commandment. Why do you think mom or dad give you commandments like this? It's
because they love you and don't want to see you hurt or unhealthy, isn't it?

God gave Adam and Eve many, many kinds of fruit trees and berry plants and vegetables to
eat. But God had one tree in the garden that he didn't want Adam and Eve to ever eat of. It
would be very bad for them and would eventually cause them to die. God said "You can eat of
any tree in the garden, but you MAY NOT EAT of the Tree that called The Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil. If you eat the fruit from this tree, you will die."

Kno*ledge Life

Does this seem like a very hard commandment? Just stay away from one tree. There were
dozens of other trees with beautiful fruit on them. Think of all the fruit trees, there are like
apples, oranges, coconuts, plums, pears and peaches. Can you think of any more fruit trees?
God hoped that the man and woman would love him enough to obey him. He thought surely
they would believe him when he said this Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil was bad for
them. There was another special tree in the garden. It was called the Tree of Life.
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If you do what your mother or father ask you, it makes them very happy, doesn't it? Well, it
made God very happy when Adam and Eve obeyed his command, too. However, Eve kept
thinking about the tree of Knowledge. The angels were wise and God was very, very wise,
maybe they didn't want her or Adam to eat this fruit because then they would be as smart as
the angels and be like God. The more she thought about it, the more she wanted to eat some
of that fruit. Maybe she talked about it to Adam and he wondered about it also.

One day as Eve was standing near the Tree of Knowledge, she saw something moving in the
leaves. What do you think it was? It was a snake! Now snakes don't usual’"

talk, but God allowed this serpent to have speach. Maybe Eve was
grumbling to herself about not being able to eat of the tree of Knowledge,

for the smake spoke up and said, "Did God really say you mustn't eat of
any tree in the garden?" Eve replied, "Oh we can eat fruit from all the other trees, but we
can't eat fruit from the tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil. If we eat of it we will die!"
"You won't die, the snake said. God knows that if you eat fruit from this tree you will
become like God and know all about good and evil." Eve thought, well...I would really like
to be as wise as God, and the snake isn't dead ... why not?

Then Eve did a very bad thing! She believed what an animal said, instead of believing the
Creator of the Universe. How about you? If God said it would rain tomorrow and a cow or
rabbit or snake said "no it won't rain" ... which would you believe? Eve believed the snake
because she wanted to believe it. She took some fruit and gave it to Adam, "Look Adam, it's
good to taste, it will make us wise as God and it didn't make me die!" Adam knew better, he
knew they should obey God, but his beautiful wife had eaten the fruit, so Adam did too.

[f some friends tell you to do something bad, because it will be lots of fun, and you know it's
not right, would you go ahead and do the bad thing anyway, so you could be like your
friends? This is something to think about because sometimes friends want you to do
something because they are doing it (maybe taking an apple from the grocery store when no
one is looking, or maybe throwing rocks at an old ladies cat to see how it yowls). You will
need to think about what is right and wrong and who to follow, whether to follow God's
commandments, or do what someone else tells you, even if it's against God's commandments.
Making the right choice is an important thing to do!






