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Genesis 8,9, 11:1-9

Do you remember where we left Noah and his wife and his family in our last lesson? A great
flood had covered the earth and Noah and his family were left bobbing on top of the water in a
large ark filled with animals. After many days God sent a strong wind and it began to dry up
the waters. Finally the water went down enough for the tops of the mountains to show. Then
one day there was a crunching, scraping sound and the ark stopped moving. Everyone was
excited for they knew the ark was resting on land once again. It wasn't safe yet for Noah and
his family to get out of the ark though, so God kept the door of the ark shut. The ark was
sitting on the top of a mountain called Ararat. This mountain is still here today and it's still
called Ararat. It would be fun to climb up the mountain and see if we could find bits and
pieces of the ark frozen in the snow and ice, wouldn't it?

Noah and his family had to wait 40 more days for the water to get lower. Then Noah checked
to see if the water was low enough for them to get out of the ark. How do you think he
checked to see if there was dry land showing?

Noah opened the one window on the ark (I bet you thought the ark had lots of windows...in
story books they show animals looking out of lots of round windows in the ark, but it really
only had one window that could be opened). Noah took a big black Raven
and put him out of the window. The Raven flew all around the area,

but there was nowhere for him to light, so he just kept flying back

and forth. Noah waited 7 days then he sent out a dove to see if the

water had receded yet. The dove flew around but couldn't find any place to land so she came

back into the ark. It must have been hard for Noah and his family to wait so long, but he
waited 7 more days and sent the dove out again. This time guess what? She came back with

; 9 " an olive leaf in her mouth. This meant that there were trees growing
- H/_‘_‘\", on the land! I imagine everyone in the ark cheered and shook hands
“'_—':-\_} el and petting the little dove because they were so happy! Noah still
l.__—é . o °  waited 7 more days and sent out the dove again. This time she didn't
o . come back, so Noah knew that there was land to walk on and trees

growing for the dove to build a nest in.
Noah still waited for God to tell him it was time to leave. Noah always turned first to God
before he did anything and he trusted in God to guide him.
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Finally it was safe and God opened the door and Noah and family and
all the animals came pouring out of the ark. Can you imagine how
happy they were to get out? The animals would have jumped

and ran and bleated and mooed and bellowed! Noah and his

family would have probably jumped and yelled for joy also!

What do you think Noah did first thing after he left the ark? Noah picked up stones and built
an altar and made a sacrifice to God to tell God "THANK YOU" for saving them from the
terrible flood. Noah thought of praying to God before he thought of doing anything else like
building a house or building a corral for the cows or planting some seed so they could grow
food. Before he did anything he prayed to God.

We should be like this too. God should be very important in our lives and
we should pray to him, not only to ask him for things, but also to say
"thank you" to God for all the great things he does for us. The Bible tells

us how much this pleases God and God will hear our prayers and answer

them. Your memory verse for this lesson is:

"The eyes of the Lord are over the righteous and his ears are open to their prayers."

(I Peter 3:12) This means God will watch over us if we try to do what's right. He will hear
us when we pray to him and he will answer our prayers.

When you have said this verse over several times and think you've learned it, have Mom or
Dad put a check mark in the box. ﬁ

God was very pleased with Noah and he told him that NEVER AGAIN would he destroy all
the earth with a flood. There would always be Springtime when men and women plant seeds
to grow...there would always be Fall when the vegetables and fruits are ready to harvest and
there would always be hot summers and cold winters and day and night. We don't ever have
to worry then people will blow up the earth or a meteor will destroy the earth. God has
promised that the earth will always be here for men and women and boys and girls to live
here. Then God gave Noah a sign in the sky to look at and always
know God will keep his promise. Do you know what the sign

was? A beautiful, sparkling, colorful rainbow! Everytime we \

look at a rainbow in the sky we can know God will keep his

nromicec!






