BIBLE LESSON # 19 i
Genesis 37

Jacob raised sheep and goats and cattle, which kept him very busy. However Jacob had lots
of help because he had 12 sons. His sons started with grown-up Reuben and ranged in age
down to little baby Benjamin. Out of all these sons, Jacob had one favorite son that he loved
more than the others. This was his 17 year old son named Joseph. Joseph was very clever, he
helped his father and he loved God and tried to do what's right. One day Jacob made a very
special coat for Joseph. The coat was not brown...it was not white ... and the coat wasn't even
black, like many coats in that day. This coat was sewn and decorated with richly colored
threads, making it very beautiful. None of the other sons had a coat
as beautiful as Joseph did and they were angry that Joseph got
something they didn't have. They were also angry at Joseph
because he kept track of them and would tell his father when

they did something wrong, like cheating when they sold the

sheep, or keeping money that belonged to their father.

These older sons began to hate Joseph.
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Do you think we should be mad because someone has a prettier coat or a better toy or a
bigger house than we do? It's sometimes hard not to want what your friends have, but God
wants us to be happy with what He's give us. We should be glad if our brother or sister or
friend has nice things, shouldn't we? Can you name some of the nice things that YOU have
that they don't? We should always tell God "thank you" for the things he gives us.

One night Joseph had a strange dream. He dreamed that he and his brothers were tying up
bundles of wheat and standing them upright in the field. Suddenly his brother's bundles of
wheat all bowed down to Joseph's bundle. When Joseph woke up he wondere~
why he had such a strange dream. When he told his father and his

brothers about the dream, the brothers were even more angry.

"Do you think we will ever bow down to you?" th="- shouted.







