BIBLE LESSON # 25 1.

Exodus 1
Once long ago there were kings in the land of Egypt that were called Pharaohs. When
Joseph lived in Egypt the Pharoah was a kind man, but now Jospeh was gone and a new
Pharaoh was ruling the people. This Pharaoh was mean to his workers and Joseph's
relatives (who were called the children of Israel) were treated very badly. They were slaves
and had to work very hard without any money. They had very little food and ragged clothes
and the Egyptian masters they worked for would sometimes beat them with long sticks and
whips.

The children of Israel had to work hard all day long building big palaces and statues with
stones and bricks. Some of the men had to hammer big rocks out of the cliffs and others
had to stand in pools of mud and stomp their feet up and down
to mix the mud and straw together to make bricks.

That really made their backs hurt and their feet sore

and yucky!
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One day the Pharaoh looked out of his window. "There are more and more children of
Israel in my land. I'm afraid they will become strong and one day they may try to fight me
and my men. I think I ought to get rid of some of them." he said. "Hmmmmm, I can't get
rid of the men for they are needed to build my statues and buildings. I can't get rid of the
women, for I need them to do my cooking and wash my floors and sew my clothes. I know,
I'll get rid of the boy babies when they are born, then they won't grow up to fight me."

There were nurses in Egypt who helped take care of the women when they had babies. They
would also take care of the little babies. Pharaoh called the nurses and ordered them to get
rid of any little boy babies when they were born. "Just throw them in the

river," Pharaoh said.

Pharaoh was really a bad man, wasn't he?






