Sunday School Play 2
Daniel and the Lions’ Den
Characters:

King Darius



Daniel




Vice-regent 



Governor 1



Governor 2



Narrator




Angel




Lions (a few small children)

Scene One

(Narrator walks in front of closed curtains)

Narrator:
Darius, the king of the Medes and Persians, decided to reorganize his kingdom. He appointed one hundred twenty governors to administer all the parts of his realm. Over them were three vice-regents, one of whom was Daniel. The governors reported to the vice-regents, who made sure that everything was in order for the king. But Daniel, brimming with spirit and intelligence, so completely outclassed the other vice-regents and governors that the king decided to put him in charge of the whole kingdom.
(Narrator goes of . Vice-regent and two governors walk in front of the curtains.)

Vice-regent:
How shall we trap Daniel then?  Is there nothing we can think of?

Governor 1:
Well we have thought of every fault possible but he is just too faithful.

Governor 2:
We will only trap him if we order him to do something against his God.

Vice-regent:
I know.  Listen…

(All three gather in a huddle and mutter quietly)

Vice-regent:
We must see the King.

(They all walk to the back of the hall and then back to the front, and knock on the curtains.  The curtains open to reveal the king’s throne room.)

Darius: 
Enter!

(All approach the king, bowing)

All:
O King, live for ever!

Vice-regent:
O King, we have decided to make a firm decree that for thirty days anyone who asks anything of any god or man, except for you, most noble King (slight bow) shall be thrown into a den of Lions.

Darius:
This sounds good.  This decree will be made according to the law of the Medes and Persians which cannot be altered or changed.  Herewith I give my seal.
(The king seals a piece of paper with a large signet ring. Curtains close.  Narrator walks on in front).

Narrator:
When Daniel learned that the decree had been signed and posted, he continued to pray just as he had always done. His house had windows in the upstairs that opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he knelt there in prayer, thanking and praising his God
(While the narrator is speaking Daniel comes on in front of the curtains and mimes the actions.  The narrator finishes and goes off stage.  Daniel remains in a prayer position.  The vice-regent and governors are seen to spy on him from the other side of the stage.  They then go backstage and Daniel quietly leaves.  Curtains open on the king’s throne room.  We see the vice-regent and governors run in, bowing).

All:
O King, live for ever!

Vice-regent:
Did we not decide to make a firm decree that for thirty days anyone who asks anything of any god or man, except for you, most noble King (slight bow) shall be thrown into a den of Lions.

Darius:
This is true, made according to the law of the Medes and Persians which cannot be altered.

Governor 1:
Well, we have found someone who is taking NO notice of your decree.

Governor 2:
Yes, and he is disobeying it THREE TIMES EVERY DAY.

Darius:
(stands up) WHAT!  Who is this man – he will be thrown into the Lion’s den.

Vice-regent:
(smiles craftily) His name is DANIEL!

(The king falls back into his throne and puts his head in his hands.  Curtains close).

Scene Two
(Curtains open. The scene is the lions’ den.  The lions are prowling round the den, growling and rubbing their stomachs.  Daniel is brought onto the stage by the vice-regent and governors.  Darius walks on.)
Darius:
Your God who you serve so well – he will deliver you.

(Vice-regent pushes Daniel into the den.  The lions roar loudly as Daniel falls to the floor.  The king, vice-regent and governors exit.  Then an angel enters.  He moves round the stage touching each lion, who falls asleep at the touch.  Then Daniel sleeps, and the angel exits.  Curtains close.)

(This would be an appropriate time to have a hymn for the audience to sing – He Who Would Valiant Be is one suggestion.  Or it could be played as a musical interlude.)
(The king, vice-regent and governors return and stand in front of the curtain).

Darius:
O Daniel, has your God who you serve so well delivered you?

(Curtains open. Daniel is standing up in the den.)

Daniel:
O King, live for ever!  My God has sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths because I have done nothing wrong.

Darius:
How wonderful!  How marvelous!  And how WICKED of these men (points) to plot against you, a good, faithful man.  Seize them and throw them into the lions’ den instead, and the lions WILL eat them for their wicked and evil plan.

(The vice-regent and governors go into the lions den.  There are screams and roars.  The lights go out.  They run backstage, and the lights come on to show the lions eating large cardboard bones.)

Darius:
(with Daniel standing next to him) Peace to you! Abundant peace! I decree that Daniel's God shall be worshiped and feared in all parts of my kingdom. He is the living God, world without end. His kingdom never falls. His rule continues eternally. He is a savior and rescuer.  He performs astonishing miracles in heaven and on earth. He saved Daniel from the power of the lions.
(Curtain close)

THE END

